THE WAR SITUATION
A speech delivered in the house of commons
november 5, 1940
October 28.   Italy invades Greece from Albania.
[November 5, 1940.
S
INCE I last addressed the House on general topics about a
month ago, the course of events at home has not been un-
expected, nor, on the whole, unsatisfactory,   Herr Hitler declared
on 4th September that as we would not bend to his will, he would
wipe out our cities.   I have no doubt that when he gave the order
he sincerely believed that it was in his power to carry his will
into effect.   However, the cities of Britain are still standing.  They
are quite distinctive objects in the landscape, and our people are
going about their tasks with the utmost activity. Fourteen thousand
civilians have been killed and 20,000 seriously wounded, nearly
four-fifths of them in London.   That has been the loss of life and
limb.   As against this, scarcely 300 soldiers have been killed and
500 wounded.   So much for the attack on military objectives.   A
great deal of house property has been destroyed or damaged, but
nothing that cannot be covered by our insurance scheme.   Very
little damage has been done to our munitions and aircraft pro-
duction, though a certain amount of time has been lost through
frequent air-raid warnings.  This lost time will have to be made up
as we get settled down to the new conditions.  None of the services
upon which the life of our great cities depend—water, fuel, electricity,
gas, sewage—not one, has broken down.  On the contrary,^although
there must inevitably be local shortages, all the authorities con-
cerned with these vital functions of a modern community feel that
they are on top of their job and are feeling it increasingly as each
week is passed.	9      .
Transport has been a greater difficulty, as may well be imagined
when we think of the vast numbers who go in and out of our great
cities every day. However, we are getting a good grip of that,
and I say with some confidence that by, one method or another
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